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Information for Enterprising Women hosts

Enterprising Women
Our award-winning community offers members a rich
mix of promotional and networking opportunities,
coupled with established and well developed business
support resources, both online and offline.
As part of the support, monthly lunches or networking
events are co-ordinated by a group of fantastic hosts
who bring together like-minded women to debate and
discuss a whole range of topics, from latest trends to
issues and barriers they face as women entrepreneurs.
We are always looking for hosts for the local business
clubs – business savvy, reliable, focused women who
are great at connecting people and creating the right
atmosphere at the event. Could this be you?
Benefits of Enterprising Women membership include:
• Trusted peer-to-peer and expert support at local,
regional and national level
• Guides, resources and discounted access to our
e-learning start-up programme, with videos,
quizzes and 80 hours of tutorials
• Access to mentoring guidance, insight and
expertise from one of our experienced mentors.
Our mentor bank is the second most visited site
on the government’s mentoring portal,
www.mentorsme.co.uk
• Significant PR and profile-raising: your own
business profile, being our Woman of the Week,
posting and blogging about your events, success
stories and expertise, responding to national
media calls
• Access to a wide range of practical, high quality,
effective training, delivered at female-friendly
times, from intensive short workshops to our
specialist growth programmes
• Business development through facilitated
connections to new partners, collaborators,
distributors and suppliers across the UK and
beyond
• Hosting or being part of our local business clubs
for that all-important monthly dose of 		
motivation, inspiration and exchange of ideas
and expertise

And if you’re one of our local business club hosts, it’s
all for free, by way of a thank you for your support for
our community!
So what are the local business club events
all about?
Members receive significant value from confidential
conversations over networking with their peers,
organised and facilitated by their hosts. Face to
face conversations with business peers in a relaxed
environment enables problems to be aired and solved,
and expertise and knowledge to be shared, brings
new trusted business relationships and referrals, and
significantly increases the potential for collaborations
and wider connections. The best business is done
through word of mouth recommendations, and building
local relationships provides an invaluable support
network and a way of reducing the isolation that can
come from running your own business.

Why should I be a host?
Firstly, you have free membership of our community
as a thank you for your support – we don’t ask you to
pay, unlike other networks! But more importantly, it’s
an opportunity for you to really enhance your profile
in the local area, both with members and through our
awareness raising and promotion activities. It can help
you build new alliances and wider business and social
relationships of your own, and to influence things as
host of a women’s business club where otherwise you
might not have a voice. You and your local members
will have priority access to any of Enterprising Women
workshops and Growth Programmes, and we’ve got
some other exciting major developments we’re working
on which will open up other doors and opportunities
for our hosts. And of course, also means that you get
to give a little back to the local business community of
which you are a part, and be an informal role model to
inspire others to join us.

So what do hosts actually have to do?
After signing our very simple hosting agreement, you’ll
need to find a venue and work with us to choose a
format, date and price for a launch event, and add
this information and a bit about yourself to your new
club page on the website. We’ll set up the online event
registration and credit card payment system, and will
give you lots of support to make the launch a success
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– promoting it in our national newsletters, in focused
invitations by postcode around your location, with a
local press release and through Facebook and Twitter
activity. One of the Enterprising Women team will also
be with you on the day, and the launch will give you
and us a good feel for what women business owners in
your area are looking for.
After this, your role as host is simply to fix a venue,
dates and cost for your monthly events, and facilitate
them in a way that suits you and your members so they
you all get the most from their time as a group. You
might want to set a discussion theme, or introduce a
particular topic or guest speaker for that session, or
simply ask members to propose a challenge they would
like help with. Some groups have decided to have open
monthly networking meetings over brunch, rather than
a more intimate business lunch with non-competing
businesses, and that’s fine with us – one size does not
fit all! We will support what you want to do.

What support do I get from Enterprising Women?
We know that being a host is rewarding but we don’t
expect any of our hosts to go it alone, and are here to
help and make things easy for you.
Each local Business Club will have it’s own page on
our current website, where you can add information
about the events, your host profile, your event dates
and personalise the ‘feel’ of your club. You will be able
to post local news, additional events, member’s success
stories or anything else to your club page if you want.
All hosts and members can have a full and unlimited
personal and business profile and this can also link back
to the local club too (if desired) so that potential new
members can see who is already in the lunch club.
All current local or prospective new members will be
able to register and pay for to attend your monthly
event as a guest via your local Business Club page
on the website. (You can decide how many you
can accommodate – we suggest guests can only
come twice before they need to choose whether to
become a an Enterprising Women member and local
Business Club member). Hosts can then log in to see
registrations at any time, and just need to check at
your chosen cut off registration date to check the
numbers registered in order to book the right number
of refreshments/lunches for your event.

For a small admin fee added to the lunch cost, we will
collect and process Business Club membership fees
(by Standing Orders), pay the venue for the numbers
booked, and refund any members who have to cancel
before the cut-off date, and generally manage all this
back-office side.
In the Autumn, we will be working with hosts to learn
how we can further add value to what you are doing –
we’re led by you and our members! Perhaps you have
training needs, or would like to find a speaker, or make
a particular business connection, have our Growth
Programme in your area, or maybe you’d like to meet
other hosts at an annual event to celebrate success,
increase your connections to each other, be inspired,
and develop your business and personal skills, or do a
charity event? And we are already working on a couple
of other exciting initiatives that we hope will bring new
opportunities for our Business Clubs.
Enterprising Women will have continuous marketing
activities to raise the profile of clubs and members,
including local, regional and national PR, by social
media, in our national and local e-newsletters, and
through talks and other promotional activities. We hope
that our hosts and their members will help support this
and spread the word locally, so that we can build a real
partnership with you to raise awareness and celebrate
the success of our members.

We look forward to welcoming
you to our award-winning
business community of over
45,000 female entrepreneurs.
More questions?
Ready to go?
Have a chat with us to find out more:
Stacey Pike
Stacey@enterprising-women.org
07825 837604
Hannah Begum
Hannah@enterprising-women.org
07557 378741

The only UK not-for-profit national community
dedicated to connecting, supporting and promoting
women entrepreneurs.
Freephone: 0800 0121 365
Website: www.enterprising-women.org

Enterprising Women
Brookmount Court, Kirkwood Road, Cambridge CB4 2QH
tel: 0800 0121 365
web:
www.enterprising-women.org
facebook: www.facebook.com/EntWomen
twitter:
www.twitter.com/ewnetwork

